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Devotion
The Bible tells us in Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” There are times in every 
individual’s life, where they are frightened and distressed about the future. 
 
This could not resonate more during these times. Whilst we do not know 
what the future holds, we do know that God is always with us. Currently, 
there are ongoing debates surrounding the Coronavirus, that it seems 
inevitable that we begin to question how our lives will change as a result. 
We can let ourselves be overwhelmed with the ‘What ifs’ and frightened by 
the unknowns. However, what I find grounds me and keeps me comforted, 
is knowing that God is always there by our sides. 
 
If we look at the past and the pandemics before us, whilst many lost 
their lives and it was a great tragedy, we often tend to focus on the 
great hardships of the time. What tends to get lost is the great stories of 
resilience and courage in these hard times. This is what I have witnessed 
in our community over the past week. Whilst I was not blind to the many 
challenges, what I did see was the ability of Teachers and staff to adapt 
and be flexible in their planning, students engage and be creative with 
their online learning and parents finding opportunities to be part of this 
learning. 
 
Whilst we do not know what is to come, what we all need a little reminder 
of, is that we are not alone.

Submitted by Danielle Nak    

Upcoming Events

WEEK 4

THUR 12 AUGUST
• Wakkakiri 

WEEK 5

THUR 19 AUGUST
• 9:30am School Tour

WEEK 6

MON 23 - FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week 

FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week Parade

WEEK 7

THUR 2 SEPTEMBER
• Fathers Day Stall

FRI 3 SEPTEMBER
• Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

WEEK 8

WED 8 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour 6.15pm

FRI 10 SEPTEMBER
• Pupil Free Day

WEEK 10

FRI 24 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 1 Fisher   

From the Acting Principal
STAFFING NEWS
Congratulations to Miss Stacey Baldock and her partner 
Seb, who are now engaged! We are delighted to hear 
this news and wish Stacey and Seb the very best for the 
journey ahead.

PLAY
On some recent school tours, I have been asked the 
same question a number of times; ‘What about STEM?’

It’s a great question. STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) is a growing focus for schools 
who understand that these are vital skills for the future 
and very often overlap. Mr Mayer runs an engaging 
Digital Technology program for all students and 
teachers are experts at integrating key learning areas 
such as Science, Mathematics and Art on a daily basis.

But I find myself answering the question about STEM by 
discussing ‘play’ more and more. Our nature play area is 
filled with dam builders and engineers on a daily basis. 
Then there’s the cubby builders and hole diggers. In 
Wonder Time, there’s loose parts construction, marble 
runs and off the cuff scientific experiments, all student 
driven, independent of the teacher. This is STEM 
without a robot or an iPad. It is the power of play.

Our children are inherent experts at STEM when we 
are not around, interfering with their play. It is their 
natural, inquiring mind’s that lead to play-based STEM 
learning (STEAM if you include Art!). Our children are 
also growing up in a digital age where they are exposed 
to and use technology on a daily basis. STEM does not 
need to be forced, play just needs to be encouraged. 

Play is also vital for the wellbeing of children of all ages 
and has substantial cognitive, physical, social, and 
emotional benefits. While we are spending more time 
at home due to Covid restrictions, consider how play 
benefits learning, wellbeing and growth in your child. 

COVID RESTRICTIONS
With social distancing measures in place around the 
school for parents, teachers are also doing their best 
to maintain their routines and practices as safely as 
possible. Obviously there have not been any Chapel 
or Assembly gatherings this term, but these will begin 
online and face to face again soon. We will keep you 
posted so that you can join us online. An update on the 
format for school concert will be provided next week.

SA Health has also advised that masks will continue to 
be required but the following activities can resume:

• playgroups with parents in masks

• whole school assemblies 

• choir rehearsals

• all extracurricular activities

• incursions, excursions and camps 

• events held within school such as performances and 
concerts providing density requirements and physical 
distancing requirements are met, masks are worn by 
adults and students in Years 8 and above who are not 
performing and all attendees COVID SAfe check in

• school sports including interschool sport training, 
trials and competitions

• water safety/swimming/aquatic lessons 

The following measures will remain in place until further 
notice:

• limiting the number of parents on site, and when on 
site they must wear a face mask and practice physical 
distancing 

• all adults (including staff) must COVID-SAfe check in 
each time they enter the site. 

Thank you for your support with masks, drop off 
and pick up outside and general patience with new 
restrictions. 



CARPARK
Given the extra strain on the kiss and drop driveway, 
and a reduced courts-carpark at present, we continue 
to ask for your full support in the morning and 
afternoon. Two things to consider with this are:

• If parking in the carpark in the afternoon, meeting 
your child at the bottom of the ramp/deck. The carpark 
is not safe for unattended students.

• In the morning, students are not to leave their car 
unless they are in the carpark, or in the bottom part 
of the kiss and drop driveway, past the pedestrian 
crossing.  

 Jason Fay |Acting Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SCHOOL PHOTOS
We are expecting delivery of our school photos in 
approximately 2 weeks. Unfortunately, due to our 
recent lockdown, there has been a slight delay. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding.

MICHELLE MITCHELL UPCOMING WEBINAR- TRICKY 
FRIENDSHIP DAYS
TOMORROW Michelle Mitchell is hosting a webinar to 
support girls navigate tricky friendships. The 45-minute 
presentation is directed to 8-13 years old girls and you 
are welcome to watch it with your daughter. 

Date: Thursday 5th August

Time: 6.30pm-7.15pm (If you’re unable to make that 
time, the webinar will be sent to your email.)

Cost: $20

https://michellemitchell.us4.list-manage.com/track/click
?u=185f2e2715935cebd7307c69e&id=f5fb70962f&e=2
10d6837ed 

For those who want to know, content will be based on 
these six questions:

* How do I handle someone who ignores me and then 
wants to be my friend?

* If your friend is mean to you multiple times, how do I 
trust and make sure they won’t be mean to be again?

* How do you navigate groups of 3?

* What do I do when I am not invited to playdates and 
sleepovers?

* How do I respond to whispering? 

* There is a girl who excludes me but I would like to be 
friends with her. Is there a way I can change her mind? 

HOW TO SAY YES TO THE ADVENTURE OF RISKY PLAY: 
RUSTY KEELER
Throughout the holiday break, I was fortunate to 
attend the virtual Free to Play Summit offered by US 
Early Childhood advocate Sally Haughey through her 
Fairy Dust Teaching platform. One of the speakers 
who particularly resonated with me was Rusty Keeler 
who works closely with early childhood and primary 
school settings promoting the adventure of risky play. 
For me, the words ‘be careful’ or ‘hmmmm that looks 
dangerous’ often come to mind when I see children 
balancing on something that may appear slippery or 
when a child is climbing in the climbing tree higher than 
I would ever imagine I would go!  
Rusty shared his core values which are:

• Pro child and 

• Pro play 

He suggested that our job as adults who work with 
children is to support by checking the play environment 
so we can feel more confident saying ‘yes’ to that 



particular play. Rusty said ‘we believe in play and trust 
in children so what can we do to stop imagining the bad 
things that might happen to children?’ He suggested 
undertaking a risk-benefit analysis to determine the 
following:

• What is reasonable/unreasonable risk?

• Where do we draw the lines between our yes’s and 
no’s?

• Do the possible benefits outweigh the possible risks?

• What interventions and management could be done 
to reduce potential injuries?

Rusty challenged my thinking about how children could 
and should play and that sometimes the greatest 
barrier to children engaging in risky play is our (adults) 
own concerns or pre-dispositions. I know that this is 
crucial for our children to get the absolute most from 
their play experiences and I find myself reframing my 
own thoughts and words when children are playing. 

Rather than saying ‘be careful’ you could try:

• ‘Notice how these rocks are slippery, try moving your 
feet carefully’

• ‘What’s your plan to climb that fallen tree?’

• ‘What will you use to get across?’

• ‘Who will help you if…?’

He finished by saying ‘the more you’re present in the 
moment- the more magic happens’ 

I’d love to hear if anything I’ve shared resonated with 
you. Please reach out cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

 
Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader

From the Education Admin Leader
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL
This Term our focus is learning about Theophanies in 
the Old Testament. Thank you to 2 Voigt and 3 Burgan 
for leading us in worship through your creative videos.
Upcoming Term 3 Chapels will be led by:

Week 4 (11/8) Year 1 Fisher Moses Flees Egypt to 
Midian 
Week 5 (18/8) Pastor Matt The Burning Bush and signs 
of God 
Week 6 (25/8) Miss Bartlett The Plagues of Egypt Part 1 
Week 7 (1/9) Year 4 Woodward The Plagues of Egypt 
Part 2 
Week 8 (8/9) Seniors Exodus and parting the Red Sea 
Week 9 (15/9) Endeavour Chaplain- Eve Mount Sinai 
and the Ten Commandments  
Week 10 (24/9) Pastor Matt Bishop Gratitude for God. 
*please note this is a Closing Chapel and will be held on 
Friday 9am*

We look forward to being able to meet together as 
a school community for Chapels from next week. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions we are unable 
to welcome families along to Chapel. Please join us on 
our closed Facebook group where we will livestream 
Chapels from next week at 9am.

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 
Thank you to Mr Mayer for his online Assembly last 
week. We look forward to 3 Fyffe’s online Assembly this 
Friday.

Our host classes for Term 3 are: 
Week 3 (6/9) Year 3 Fyffe 
Week 4 (Wakakirri Week) No Assembly 
Week 5 (20/8) Reception Gracey 
Week 6 (27/8) Book Week Assembly  
Weeks 7 - 10 No Assembly

We look forward to being able to meet together 
as a school community for Assembly in Week 5. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions we are unable 
to welcome families along to Assemblies. Please join us 
on our closed Facebook group where we will livestream 
Assemblies from Week 5 at 9am.

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader



General News
Below is a photo of our SRC with a certificate from the 
Hutt Street Centre thanking them for organising the ‘Go 
Without Day’ fundraiser we had last term. The school 
raised $663.75 for people doing it tough this winter. 
Amazing work! 

SRC
A friendly school where everyone uses names is an 
encouraging and safe place to learn. Sometimes shy 
children need to use courage in order to speak up, say 
hello to someone, and use their name. This week in 
our school community focused on learning everyone’s 
names around the school.

 
Kimochis® Family Challenge: Make it a point to learn 
and use people’s names when you are at school. It 
is easy to forget names! When you do, “fess up” and 
tell people when you have forgotten their name (this 
makes it easy for others to tell you they’ve forgotten 
your name!). We would like everyone on our school 
campus to know that they are recognised by name and 
that their presence is important. 

BOOK WEEK 2021
We will be celebrating the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia Book Week in Week 6 this Term (23rd – 27th 
August). The theme for this year is ‘Old Worlds, New 
Worlds, Other Worlds’. We have a fantastic week of 
activities and competitions planned. The CBCA website 
is a great resource if you would like to find out more 
about the fantastic books that have been selected for 
prizes www.cbca.org.au

DRESS UP DAY
To coincide with Book Week, we will be holding a 
dress up day based on book characters on Friday 27th 
August (Term 3 Week 6). This is a much-anticipated 
event at St Paul and it is always great to see the vast 
array of costumes on the day. Students will get an 
opportunity to parade their costumes during the Book 
Week assembly. For students who would like to dress 
up and participate in the day, they will need to make 
sure that they have the book with them on which their 
dress up is based. Students can also come dressed in 
the Book Week theme ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 
Worlds’.

Please note: This is not a casual day, if students do not 
wish to dress up they will need to wear normal school 
uniform.

STUDENTS CELEBRATING 
BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Alexander Brown 6 years old

Megan Frashni 6 years old

Kian Shobeiri 6 years old

Ruhpreet Kaur 6 years old

Maksim Aizenberg 8 years old 

Church News
WORSHIP @ ST PAUL 
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship 
at 8:30am Traditional and 10:00am Contemporary 
including Godly Play for Children. The Lord’s Supper 
will be offered at the 10:00am service. Please note that 
some restrictions are still in place, there will be  no 
singing and  masks must be worn where possible. For 
more information feel free to contact us by email at 
office@stpaul-church.org.au or call us on 8262 4690. 



St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

PASTY BAKE
The Ladies of St Paul Church bake pasties as a fundraiser for various 
ministries of St Paul. Our next bake is Thursday 5th August. Please ring 
or text; Renate on 8260 5758/0405 433 030 by Wednesday 4th August. If 
you would like an order- a tray of 6 is STILL $14- with payment received 
on collection. Pasties can be collected from the kitchen in the hall on 
Thursday.

SPY
Our next SPY is on Friday 6th August. 7-9pm in the Hall. Cost $2. Girls 
please bring something to share for Supper. We look forward to seeing 
you.

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup @St Paul resumes next Tuesday 10th of August. Starting at  
9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
All welcome. Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please 
bring a small nut free snack for your child for snack time. Adults attending 
will need to where a mask if possible.

GROWING FAITH AT HOME- SHARING HIGH’S AND LOW’S 
Growing Faith at home encourages us to share our “Highs” and “Lows” with 
the others in our lives each and every day. This might happen over dinner, 
in the car or at bedtime.  A “high” is a positive memory from the day and a 
“low” is a not-so-good memory or a challenge from the day.  Sharing “highs” 
and “lows” daily is a simple way of connecting with what is going on in each 
other’s lives.  It’s amazing how many people – including those who live 
together under the same roof – don’t go beyond surface level with each 
other from day to day and month to month.  This simple step is a way of 
doing that, regularly and intentionally.  When we take the time to check in 
with each other about how life is, we are saying that the other person and 
what happens to them matters to us. Sharing our “Highs” with each other 
is living out the Bible’s call to rejoice together in what he has given and in 
what he has done.  Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice”.  
Psalm 118:24 says, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  Sharing a “”high” reminds us that this day was God’s 
good gift.  It helps us to count our blessings and to celebrate how God has 
blessed others.  So often we take the miracle of each day for granted.  Even 
when a day has been difficult, there is still much to be thankful for.  Sharing 
a “high” helps us to think about and celebrate the good.  It reminds us to 
praise our God from whom all blessings flow. 


